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Last Words:  
The Gallipoli Diary of  
Allan William Nash  
(1879-1915)  
Too dazed to recall things now. Don’t want to for 
a while … All officers who went out from Quinn’s 
killed. Also my brave men … many machine 
gunned as soon as over the parapet … Oh 
the wounded in the valley … Ghastly morning.  
Finished burials about 10.30.  Sad at heart. 
Feeling tired, worn and war-sick.  
Padre George Green. Gallipoli, July 1915.
An unidentified 
Australian soldier 
stands to attention 
by the grave of Major 
(Maj) Allan William 
Nash, 2nd Light Horse 
Regiment, who was 
killed in action on 29 
June 1915. Australian 
War Memorial 
PO8000.003
… when you went, a streak of reality
broke in upon this stage through that fissure
where you left: green of real green,
real sunshine, real forest.
We go on acting. Fearful and reciting
things difficult to learn and now and then
inventing gestures; but your existence,
withdrawn from us and taken from our play,
can sometimes come over us, like a knowledge
of that reality settling in,
so that for a while we act life
transported, not thinking of applause.
‘Death Experienced’, New Poems 1907,  
Rainer Maria Rilke, (trans. Edward Snow).
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As curator of war-related collections at the John Oxley Library I spent 
a number of years reading 
original hand-written notebooks 
of soldiers and nurses who 
had served at Gallipoli, the 
Middle East and the Western 
Front between 1914 and 1918. 
Tragically many of these diarists 
did not survive but their entries 
provide vivid and unforgettable 
insights into what they went 
through. 
While some who returned 
remained closed books, the 
writings of survivors, along with 
those who perished, became a 
lasting memorial of words. As 
Major General Harold ‘Pompey’ 
Elliott wrote in his introduction 
to WH Downing’s masterpiece 
To the last ridge, such accounts 
created a ‘monument that we 
still want for our “rich dead” 
whose memory is ours and our children’s great 
heritage.’1
When Major Allan Nash was killed in action below 
the scarred slope of Pope’s Hill on the Gallipoli 
peninsula he was thirty-five. One week later the 
Gympie Times reported the loss of, ‘one of the 
best men who ever drew breath … yet another 
of Gympie’s brave lads who has given his life for 
the Empire in the struggle against the Turks in 
Gallipoli … the most widespread sympathy in the 
city and district would be felt for his bereaved wife 
and her two sons, Colin and Douglas, his aged 
mother Mrs J Nash, brother Bertie and sister 
Mrs J Moore, who in the tragic happening have 
had brought home to them so distressingly the 
hardships of war.’2
The son of James Nash, the first prospector to 
discover gold in 1867 at ‘Nashville’ where Gympie 
now stands, Allan was born in 1879 on the family 
farm at Tiaro. He would go on to become a 
teacher and had a long association with the Two 
Mile State School, starting there as a trainee in 
1895. An early inspectoral report described him 
as ‘active, athletic and very intelligent, a strong 
energetic and faithful teacher.’3 In June 1894 
he had married Janet Glasgow-Henderson. 
After teaching at a number of other schools he 
returned to Two Mile as Head Teacher in 1910. 
He left this post to join the AIF as a Captain in the 
Light Horse in 1914, departing on the HMAT Star 
of England on 24 September for the long journey 
to Egypt.
Major Nash’s diaries begin in 1909, recording his 
daily life as a teacher and work on the farm. They 
also record his enlistment and training with the 
2nd Australian Light Horse, and the Regiment’s 
departure from Brisbane and landing in Egypt. 
The 1915 diary records his journey from Egypt to 
Gallipoli and subsequent experiences in battle.
Friday 30 April 
Much news to hand of the Aust. 
first action. Queenslanders excelled 
themselves. Majors Robinson, Milne, 
Jackson and many others wounded. 
Palace Hospital full.
Saturday 1 May
Cleaning saddlery and gear. Wrote to 
Jess. Everybody talking of the fight at the 
Dardanelles.
Monday 10 May 
Kingstonian left Alexandria at 10:30 a.m. 
Lovely cool breeze all day. Everyone on 
board very sociable. 38 officers on board 
but only accommodation for 20.
Wednesday 12 May 
A wonderfully fine day. Sea as smooth as 
glass. Arrived off Dardanelles about 6:30, 
dusk. Heavy bombardment started. Watch 
flash of ship’s guns and flash of shells until 
11 p.m. Tremendous rattle of machine 
guns and rifle fire. British attacking Turks 
position. No particulars available.
Thursday 13 May 
Woke up to the sound of guns. Bomb 
killed Bahr. Our ship is anchored off 
Cape Helles. Many warships in view also 
transports and 2 hospital ships. Watching 
position of Turks through telescope. 
Moved on to Kaba Tepe. Landed with 19 
men. Left 22 men to look after the horses 
on board the Kingstonian. Many bullets 
(spent ones) flying over the boat as we 
were landing. Landed at 1 a.m.
Friday 14 May 
Got up to trenches through Monash 
Gorge at 9 a.m. 1st & 2nd in trenches 3rd 
in reserve. Snipers firing down the gorge. 
3rd lost 1 killed 7 wounded: 22 wounded 
in 2nd: C. Sqn made a night attack. Took 
the Turks trenches but failed to fill them in; 
lost 25 killed 25 wounded. Dougie Graham 
killed.
Tuesday 18 May
Still working at trenches … a good bit of 
sniping … Poor Harry Kimber got shot by 
a sniper in our bivouac while cooking my 
tea. Shot through the chest from to side … 
We buried him on the Pt at Anzac Cove …
The NZ A.M.C. took his belongings.
Thursday 20 May 
Turks attacked again at 2 a.m. and 
continued till 10 a.m. They were repulsed 
everywhere, our casualties were only 
about 200. We did not leave our trenches. 
Turks lost 7000. Many dead Turks lying in 
front of trenches.
Major AW Nash in 
The Queenslander 
Pictorial, supplement 
to The Queenslander, 
24 July, 1915, p. 27.
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Tuesday 25 May 
An armistice asked for by Turks to bury 
their dead. Granted from 7.30 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m. I was detailed with 100 men to 
bury all dead on our line of delimitation. 
A vile job. Many of the dead were in a 
very advanced stage of decomposition. 
Very few of our dead there, about 3000 
Turks were buried during the day. They 
seem a fine body of men physically. 
Burial party extra rum & swim.
Thursday 10 June 
A very quiet morning. Went for a swim 
with a party of 40. The water was very 
cold. Took 40 men to Viney’s road for 3 
hours, 2-5. Got first issue of fresh bread. 
A rowdy night. Our firing line rattled off 5 
or 6 rounds a man to frighten the Turks 
but they are getting too cunning now to 
waste their ammunition.4
Less than three weeks later, on 29 June 
1915, Church of England Padre George 
Green of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment 
wrote in his diary, ‘with much regret I 
record the death of an excellent man 
and soldier. He had just received his 
Majority and been given command of C 
Squadron. He, the Colonel and Captain 
Birkbeck were talking together and giving 
instructions at the stand to arms. A shot hit 
the Major straight through the temple and 
he fell dead. Birkbeck only got a splinter.’ 
The next day he continued, ‘rather a sad 
morning. The death of Major Nash casts a 
pall over us.’5
Two years after the death of his famous 
father, who was laid to rest surrounded by 
family and the community of the city he 
founded, Allan was buried in the distant 
Shrapnel Valley Cemetery near Anzac 
Cove, Gallipoli. The Commanding Officer 
of 2nd Light Horse later noted, ‘Major 
Allan Nash was one of the most efficient, 
conscientious and respected officers in the 
Regiment and his loss was a serious one.’6
Major Nash’s diaries were donated to the Fryer 
Library by his son Colin in 1977. Just ten years 
of age when his father died, Colin went on to 
study at the University of Queensland and in 1927 
was admitted to the degree Bachelor of Applied 
Science in Industrial Chemistry. In 1925 he had 
been awarded the General Pau Scholarship, an 
award established after the visit to Australia of 
retired French General Paul Pau in 1919. The 
award was presented annually to the child of a 
deceased Australian Imperial Force soldier, who 
in the opinion of the Professorial Board was the 
most brilliant on completion of the second year 
course in any faculty. 
Colin Nash was at one time President of the 
Student Union and active at UQ Alumni events. 
I wonder how often he was transported by 
thoughts of his father throughout his life?  Like so 
many others whose loved ones, on both sides 
of the trenches, were taken from them in the 
Gallipoli Campaign of 1915. 
SIMON FARLEY is the Fryer Librarian.
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